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Parent Sharlee Adams and her family have 10 more years in Winton Woods City Schools, and 

she’d like to ensure that her children have a safe environment for learning and growing. That’s 

why she supports the district’s initiative for new buildings, a PreK - 6th grade elementary school 

on the current Winton Woods Middle School campus in Greenhills and a 7th – 12th grade 

secondary school on the current Winton Woods High School campus in Forest Park, both with 

shared community spaces. The district’s six current schools would be closed.       

“I volunteer in my second and fourth graders' classrooms often,” said Adams. “I’ve seen it rain 

in the main hallway of Winton Woods Primary South, and it was raining in my daughter's 

classroom at the high school a couple of weeks ago. Our teachers do a wonderful job of 

creatively engaging their growing classes with the space they are provided. However, the number 

of children per classroom has increased over the last two decades, causing a need for the rooms 

to grow as well. Having areas designated for reading and group projects is critical to our New 

Tech culture.” 

Holly Kutchera, the custodial grandparent of a Winton Woods Middle School student, has also 

seen the deterioration of the district’s buildings. Her granddaughter participates in many of the 

middle school’s music programs, which take place in the auditorium. “Orchestra has rehearsal 

there every single day,” said Kutchera. “There is no working air conditioning, and last winter I 

attended concerts wearing my winter coat due to the lack of heat. That’s not exactly what you 

would expect in a place where young people spend so much time trying to learn, expand their 

minds and dream of what their tomorrow could look like. Still these students sing, play, and 

create music under the direction of talented and dedicated teachers.”  



Forest Park community member Dale Heidotting grew up in the Village of Greenhills during a 

time when “the resident adults saw the value of education as being the key to a better life,” he 

said. “Voters supported the schools with an exemplary record of passing the issues needed to 

promote my education. I want to give our students the opportunity to explore options for their 

future as our forefathers gave me.”  

Heidotting is grateful to the voters who gave him the opportunity to become an architect, and 

some of his reasons for supporting new buildings reflect that background. “We need code 

compliant facilities where we can safely control entries,” he said, adding that updates to HVAC, 

electric, plumbing, and technology systems would create better learning environments and 

operational savings. “Learning by doing requires larger spaces for collaboration, teamwork, 

research and storage. It requires robust technology, like the modern workplace. Facilities 

matter.” 

Mary Lou Aufmann, a former elementary school teacher in the district, understands that the 

financial support currently offered by the State of Ohio may never come around again. “Now, 

when more money is available from the state, is time for building the new schools,” said 

Aufmann. Of the $110,000,000 needed for new facilities, the district bond would be 

$61,000,000, with $49,000,000 contributed by the State. “More classrooms are needed to 

increase enrollment, and new buildings will benefit both our families and our communities by 

creating an influx of jobs,” she added. She also likes the idea that students have more time in one 

building to build loyalty to their school and district. “I’d like the public to see how three separate 

communities can work together to improve our students’ education.” 

Kutchera, a Greenhills resident, said, “I truly believe with all my heart that having new school 

buildings will help breath life back into our village. Most important is that our kids deserve so 

much better.”  

“I feel it's time the outside of our buildings reflect the beauty and hard work going on inside of 

them,” said Adams. “I feel it's time for our community to see that we can fight together and win 

what's best for our present, and that we don't have to settle for anything less than the best for our 

future.”  

For more information on the bond issue for Winton Woods City Schools, go to 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/Content/bond. 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/Content/bond


At their September meeting, members of the 

Winton Woods board of education welcomed 

Patcharee (Ploy) Chawthanasit, an exchange 

student from Thailand. Ploy is attending Winton 

Woods High School and staying with host 

family Eric and Jennifer Long. The Longs 

talked about their enjoyment at hosting an 

exchange student and encouraged other families 

to consider doing the same. Shown are (l-r) 

Ploy Chawthanasit, Julia Long, Jennifer Long, 

and Eric Long. 

 

Since 2014 Winton Woods City Schools has enjoyed a financial education partnership with the 

Cincinnati Police Federal Credit Union. The company’s employees have volunteered both their 

time and financial resources to support the district’s students, staff and families in a variety of 

ways. CPFCU was honored at the September board of education meeting with the district’s 

Community Spirit Award.   

CPFCU recently sponsored two 

sessions of Finances 101 at Winton 

Woods High School, where students 

played the Game of Life, which 

emphasized how earnings impact 

buying decisions, how to set a 

budget, how much it really costs to 

run a household, and how to spend 

within one’s means. Students 

traveled through a life-sized game 

board where they were assigned a 

career and a salary and rolled the 

dice to determine the number of 

children they’d have. Along the way, 

they had to figure out how they 

would pay for rent, food, insurance, car payments, and life’s little surprises.  

CPFCU has also donated $4,000-$4,500 annually to the district through contributions to the 

Winton Woods High School Special Education Department, the alternative school’s College 

Fair, and the district’s new teacher orientation.  

 

“Our financial partnership with CPFCU allows students to join the credit union and free services 

are provided for all student accounts,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “Additionally, the 

credit union awards scholarships each year to high school seniors who display academic 

excellence and involvement in community service. In 2015 Winton Woods graduate Sarai Dean 



was awarded $1,000 per year for four consecutive years of study at Northern Kentucky 

University. 

“We are grateful for the ways CPFCU has supported Winton Woods students, and we applaud its 

members for their generous service to our district.”   

PHOTO CAPTION: Accepting Winton Woods City Schools’ September Community Spirit 

Award at the monthly board meeting are (l-r) Board President Jessica Miranda, Cincinnati Police 

Federal Credit Union Student Branch Coordinator Robin Lynd and Marketing and HR Manager 

Tammy West, and Winton Woods High School Finance teacher Elaine Sugawara-Forster.  

 

 

Pastor Bob Singleton, Assistant Pastor Rick Schroer and the congregation of McKelvey Road 

Baptist Church in Springfield Township were honored with Winton Woods City Schools’ 

Community Spirit Award for “embracing the idea of community service through their volunteer 

work with the students of our district,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. The award was 

presented at the September 26 

board of education meeting.     

When asked why he donated his 

time, Singleton said he “recognized 

the need for the church to be 

involved in the school system.” He 

and his church members have 

helped at the Open House at 

Winton Woods Primary North and 

often sit outside of classrooms 

tutoring students in math and 

reading, “We’re grateful that the 

volunteers from McKelvey Road 

Baptist Church have generously 

given their time and attention to 

our youngest Warrior learners,” 

said Smith. “They understand the power of academic success and support our mission to actively 

engage and challenge all learners to reach their maximum potential.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Board President Jessica Miranda presents the district’s 

September Community Spirit Award to Pastor Bob Singleton (center) and Assistant Pastor Rick 

Schroer from McKelvey Road Baptist Church. 

 



Sophomore Aria Gaines was named 

Winton Woods City Schools’ Skyline 

Student Athlete of the Month for 

September. Gaines participates in 

both volleyball and girls basketball 

and takes honors classes at the high 

school. She maintains an overall 

weighted GPA of 4.00 and is ranked 

9 of 253 in her class.      

To be nominated for the Skyline 

Student Athlete of the Month, 

students must:  

 Maintain an academic 

standard of 3.0 GPA or above 

in the previous quarter 

 Show respect for coaches, teammates, officials, teachers, other students and family 

 Show enthusiasm and a positive attitude 

 Display commitment to practice, games and personal skill development 

 Demonstrate honesty and playing by the rules 

 Have high moral character.  

 

“Aria is a very selfless player,” said Mike Walker, Winton Woods High School volleyball coach. 

“She takes great pride in her playing or doing any little intangible she needs to do. Even though 

she’s 6’1” tall, she works to make her teammates the focus of the play instead of herself.” 

The Skyline Student Athlete of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park Skyline, a 

business partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Student athletes honored receive a $20 Skyline 

gift card. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods’ Skyline Student Athlete of the Month for September, Aria 

Gaines (right), is shown with Board President Jessica Miranda. 

 

 



As the department facilitator for the special education department at Winton 

Woods High School, Denise Davenport has taken on additional roles in 

helping to improve the transition services for special needs students. These 

efforts were recognized this month as Davenport was chosen as the district’s 

Skyline Teacher of the Month for September.  

“Denise is a strong advocate for all students but has a big heart for students 

with special needs and seeks any opportunity to better the experience for our 

special need students,” said Amber Strawser, assistant principal at the high 

school. “She was also a part of the team that worked to create the New Tech 

Academy at the high school and was an early proponent and adopter of 

project-based learning and the New Tech Model throughout the school. She 

serves as the junior class advisor and has planned a successful prom for 

many years.”   

To be nominated for the Skyline Teacher of the Month, teachers must demonstrate:  

 Excellence in the Classroom by using instructional practices that support higher 

academic achievement. 

 Motivation by encouraging and motivation students to surpass their expectations both 

academically and socially.   

 Leadership by having a positive attitude with students, parents, colleagues and the 

community.   

 Creativity and Imagination by demonstrating creativity in teaching in a way that 

inspires students to learn.  

 Dedication by showing excellent attendance, punctuality and overall dependability.  

 Communication by communicating effectively to their classrooms, parents, colleagues 

and beyond.  

 

“Denise is a valuable member of the Warrior team and works to ensure that all students achieve 

their highest potential,” said Strawser.   

The Skyline Teacher of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park Skyline, a business 

partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Teachers honored receive a $30 Skyline gift card.   

 



 

Congratulations to Jerron Cage who is 

Larosa’s MVP of the week winner!  

http://ow.ly/MjGd304C50p  

 

 

 

 

 

Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith used his September State of the Schools 

address to present the district’s newest project-based learning (PBL) video, “New Tech Warriors: 

Project-Based Learning at Winton Woods City Schools.” The 11-minute video showcases 

students and teachers from Winton Woods High School and Academy of Global Studies who say 

that PBL has transformed their classrooms and learning experiences.   

“As Winton Woods City Schools becomes one of the first New Tech Network school districts in 

the country, we want to keep our families and communities updated on this educational 

transition,” said Corina Denny, community engagement coordinator for the district. “Our newest 

video highlights project-based learning, which is the centerpiece of our instructional approach. 

We’re excited to showcase some of our students and teachers as they discuss 21st century 

teaching and learning and the positive impact it has had.”   

To see the district’s latest PBL video, go to https://youtu.be/ZSRZSG783UQ. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

9/30 6 PM  HOMECOMING PARADE/GAME (Celebrating 25 Years) 

 

10/1 8 PM  HOMECOMING DANCE 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer. 

http://ow.ly/MjGd304C50p
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